
Hindon Surgery News – Doctor Changes  

In the Christmas article I alluded to 2018 being a year of challenges and 

changes for the NHS in general, but also here in Hindon major changes are 

afoot. 

Dr Julian Treadwell joined us in August 2014 doing one surgery a week, which 

soon increased to two full days.  The rest of his time has been spent developing 

other aspects of his career, especially in academic general practice.  He joined 

the University Department of General Practice as a graduate student at St 

Anne’s College, Oxford studying for an MSc, and moved to Oxford last year.  In 

the autumn he hopes to start a full-time doctorate. The long commute to Hindon 

has become untenable and sadly Julian will be leaving at the end of March 2018.  

He goes with our thanks and very good wishes as he advances up the ladder of 

academic general practice. 

Dr Clare Doherty will be joining us in July 2018.  She was a GP registrar in a 

local practice and is currently undertaking a Research Fellowship in Myanmar 

and will join us when she returns to Wiltshire. 

So between April and June Dr Hayes and I will be the only GPs.  However we did 

this before Julian joined us, and will do so again.  To make things a little more 

testing, I will be taking 24-hour retirement on my 60th birthday on 17th May 

2018.  I am not permitted to work on that day, and for the following four weeks 

I can only work a maximum of 16 hours a week.  So I will do three morning 

surgeries on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and Dr Hayes will cover the rest 

of the week.  We are planning how to make this work efficiently, but we will 

probably avoid routine GP reviews of long term conditions during those weeks 

and run all the surgeries as book-on-the-day.  That means you ring on the day 

you want to be seen and you will be seen that day but you won’t be able to book 

ahead.  This has worked very well for the week between Christmas and New 

Year.  From mid-June I will go back to working the hours that I do currently, and 

I intend to do that for a few more years yet.  

In July we will also have extra help from Dr Andy Hall.  He is retiring as a GP 

partner in Fovant, but will do some locum work.  He will cover our leave in July 

and then he will work a regular Tuesday to Thursday one week a month. 

So a few challenges ahead, but rest assured that we will continue to run things 

as smoothly as possible.  You can help by seeing a nurse about your long-term 

condition if we ask you to, and by following the national advice on thinking about 

alternatives to a GP appointment for minor conditions (getting information from 

the NHS Choices website and using the skills of the local community 

pharmacists).  

Dr Patrick Craig-McFeely 


